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Past Presidents of the  

Women’s Auxiliary Board 
 

Mrs. Edward L. Voke* 

Mrs. Ernest D. Nathan* 

Mrs. George W. Brittain* 

Mrs. M.G. Huntington 

Mrs. Clement L. Mason* 

Mrs. Frank O. Leonard* 

Mrs. George E., McCord, Jr. 

Mrs. John M. Jacobson* 

Mrs. Jerry C. Schobert 

Mrs. James H. Ake* 

Mrs. Doris Rucker* 

Mrs. Robert H. Stasell 

Mrs. Kenneth VanderVeen 

Mrs. Donald Kinsell 

Mrs. David Wiedie 

Mrs. Dennis Schumacher 

Mrs. Phillip Papiska* 

Mrs. Donald Johnson 

Mrs. David Strong 

Mrs. Joseph Crawford 

Mrs. Carl Pomeraning* 

Mrs. Stewart C. Brock* 

Mrs. Donald Johnson 

Mrs. Stewart C. Brock * 

Mrs. Dolores Marefka 

Mrs. Carl Pomeraning* 

Mrs. Donald Wellemeyer 

Mrs. Richard Foss (two terms) 

Mrs. John Lightner (two terms) 

Mrs. Michael Thames (current) 
 

*Deceased 

History of the Women’s Auxiliary Board 
 

The Women’s Auxiliary Board, formed in 1948 

under the leadership of then agency superintendent 

Hilda Marvel and civic leaders Betty Jaycox and 

Eleanor Voke, was the first auxiliary in the nation 

for a public child welfare agency.  They recruited 

more than 100 women who were committed to 

bettering the lives of children served by the 

agency.  That commitment remains strong in the 

more than 80 members serving in the Auxiliary 

today.   
 

The Women’s Auxiliary Board is dedicated to 

enriching the lives of the abused, neglected and 

dependent children of Summit County who come 

under the care and custody of Summit County 

Children Services or are the recipients of agency 

services.   
 

Membership in the Women’s Auxiliary Board is 

open to any woman who subscribes to the mission 

and is committed to helping the children of Summit County.  For information 

on becoming a member, contact Mary Lou Rosinski at (330) 688-3595.   
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Founded in 1948 by Hilda Marvel, 

Betty Jaycox and Eleanor Voke  

For well over a century, Summit County Children 

Services (SCCS) has protected children and their 

families by promoting child safety, permanency 

and well-being. The agency provides an array of 

quality services designed to build families and 

build futures, including: Intake and Protective Services . . . as well as Placement and Permanency  

Planning Services, such as Foster Care, Kinship Care and Adoption. In addition, SCCS has recently 

pioneered a variety of new specialized programs and services to meet the special needs of those we serve, 

such as:  Alternative Response (AR) – a less-investigatory/more-collaborative child welfare service  

model, the Serious Trauma Assessment Team (STAT), which specializes in cases of suspected child  

sexual abuse, and a community-wide fatherhood initiative called The Father Factor – designed  

to create awareness about the importance of identifying and engaging fathers of children in agency care.   

Above:  Members of the  
Women’s Auxiliary Board 

pictured at one of their  

monthly meetings. 
 

Right:  Immediate Past 

President Yvette Lightner (l) 

with 2018 President  
Jen Thames. 



Women’s Auxiliary Board Projects 

Monetary Gifts 

For more than 25 years, the Women’s Auxiliary 

Board has provided financial support to children in 

agency care by the following programs: 

 

Endowment Fund with The University of Akron 

— Financial aid for emancipated youth to attend 

college; to be used for tuition expenses only. 
 

Graduation Gifts for Foster Youth — Monetary 

gifts given to those foster youth who graduate from 

high school, college or G.E.D. program. 

 

Christmas Gifts for Foster Children — Monetary 

gifts given to children in foster care for Christmas. 
 

Appreciation Gifts to Foster Parents — Monetary 

gifts given to foster parents celebrating milestone 

years of service. 
 

Sharing & Caring Fund — Funds used to pay for 

‘extra’ items for children in care, such as camp fees, 

instruments, etc. 

Support of Agency Events Volunteer Work & Projects 

The Women’s  

Auxiliary Board hosts a 

Rummage Sale in the 

fall each year to raise 

funds for many of its 

projects that benefits 

children and families. 

Members put together 

craft kits monthly for  

parents to do with their 

children while at the  

agency’s Family  

Interaction Center. 

The Women’s Auxiliary 

Board provides pajamas, 

undergarments and socks 

for children in the care  

of the agency.  This is done 

annually in conjunction with 

the agency’s Holiday Toy  

Room Program. 

Members of the  Women’s Auxiliary 

Board volunteer at numerous  

agency events throughout the year, 

including Summit for Kids  

held annually in August and  

at Family Expo held as part of  

Child & Family Awareness  

Month each April. 

Members of the Women’s Auxiliary 

Board also provide a craft activity at the 

Annual Caregivers Holiday Parties 

held in December.  More than 800  

parents and children attend this annual 

holiday event. 

Members of the Women’s  

Auxiliary Board donate 

materials, such as crayons, glue 

sticks, scissors, tablets, pencils, 

etc., for the agency’s annual 

School Supplies Project as well 

as volunteer to help pack more 

than 1,000 back packs.   

 

Each year, members  
participate in “Hanging 
of the Greens,” where 
they decorate the  
agency for the holiday 
season.   

 
The members also serve 
as hostesses in the 

agency's Holiday Toy 
Room.  

 

The Women’s Auxiliary Board also supports 

three SCCS recognition events each year:   

 
Social Worker Appreciation Event (March) 

Support Staff Appreciation event (April) 

Foster Parent Recognition Dinner (May) 

The Women’s Auxiliary Board  

also financially supports the  

agency’s Beds for Kids Program.  

The group has given more than 

$40,000  to purchase beds,  

cribs, sheets, blankets and pillows 

for children in care.  Hundreds of  

children have received a bed or crib 

as a result of this program. 

 


