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Summit County Children Services Graduates Leadership Class 
 

 

AKRON, OH – September 2018 – On Wednesday, Aug. 29, Summit County Children Services (SCCS) 

graduated 15 staff members of its inaugural Leadership Academy.  

 

The class consisted of agency leaders from all divisions, and staff selected for this prestigious program 

underwent a rigorous application and interview process.  

 

Executive Director Julie Barnes and Deputy Director of Human Resources and Support Services Valarie Nash 

founded the Leadership Academy as a means to provide staff with a formalized program to obtain critical 

leadership skills. 

 

"Our goal is to build leadership skills of staff at all levels of our agency and to anticipate and prepare for the 

future leadership needs of the agency and community" Barnes said.  

 

Participants completed twelve months of leadership curriculum and engaged in training modules and shadowing 

opportunities to enhance their leadership skills for the betterment of the agency. The program will conclude 

with graduates completing a capstone project designed to benefit the agency and the children and families of 

Summit County. 

 

Placement and Permanency Planning Caseworker and Leadership Academy graduate Gina Oriti spoke on behalf 

of the graduating class and thanked SCCS staff and leadership for this unique, professional opportunity.  

 

"We are fortunate to have an employer who is willing to invest in the future development of their workforce," 

Oriti said. "What an honor to have been connected with a team rich in wisdom and vast knowledge. Leadership 

is truly multifaceted." 

 

Oriti and Leadership Academy graduates Andrea Stephens and Elizabeth Moore also acknowledged program 

coordinators and trainers for their vision, commitment, support and tenacity. 

 



"Leadership Academy participants are equipped with the tools to strengthen our agency and community by 

exemplifying direction, innovation and purpose," Nash said. "The persistence and commitment of the inaugural 

class will allow this program and SCCS to continue to prosper as a premiere and innovative child welfare 

agency." 

 

To learn more about the Leadership Academy and Summit County Children Services, contact Ann Ream, 

director of community relations, at 330-379-2070. 
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